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Abstract 
The purpose of this research is to investigate the topics of problems in post-graduate theses completed at the Institutes of 
Educational Sciences in Turkey. This is a qualitative research where documentary analysis was applied. The population of 
research involves master’s theses and dissertations completed at the Institutes of Educational Sciences at the state universi ties in 
Turkey between 2000-2008; the sample of research consists of 666 master’s theses and 186 dissertations selected via stratified 
sampling. In this research which content analysis was applied, post-graduate theses were mostly carried out at “primary school” 
level, the data were mostly gathered from “students”. At both levels, the target topic dealt with most was “student”. In master’s 
theses, most frequently “opinions” were obtained; in dissertations, “academic achievement” was the most popular variable. At 
both levels, it was found out that survey research was more prefered than experimental research. 
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1. Introduction 
 Universities are the institutions having an important role in the society bearing universal properties. In an 
information society, the importance of universities’roles arise from its functions of modifying, converting and 
assuring the dynamism in the society. 
 The most basic function of universities can be regarded as scientific research activities. With the post-graduate 
education programmes which are designed in order to carry out this basic function, graduate students are provided 
an opportunity of specialising in a field they are interested in. Post-graduate education programmes contribute to the 
education of scientists who have academic values and qualifications accepted both nationally and globally. People 
attending post-graduate education programmes are expected to solve problems in various fields through their 
scientific studies in a country. That’s why, in the process, called as thesis stage at post-graduate education 
programmes where scientific research is produced, theses, especially dissertations, are expected to be unique and 
bring innovation to scientific applications. 
 In theses which are important resources in producing research in the field of education, in addition to a problem 
importantly or initially on a global scale, it is expected that a problem towards solving a country’s issues is 
examined and presented in line with the stages of scientific research methods. Thus, solution suggestions can be 
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produced for issues at scientific applications and it will be possible to bring unique contribution and innovation to 
the field. 
 What the problem expecting a solution in theses done in the field of educational sciences has been dealt by 
researchers both in Turkey and abroad. In these studies, it was concluded that the problems in theses were similar; 
instead of new and original topics, similar topics were depicted; quantitative research, especially survey research 
design was used more; validity and reliability studies of data collection instruments were not presented or not 
adequate; mostly univariate analysis techniques were used; some theses were not in the field of educational sciences 
n, 2010). The aforementioned studies which were carried out in Turkey were limited with 
the investigation of post-graduate theses completed in specific fields and years.   
 Determining the topics of problems in the post-graduate theses completed at educational sciences on a large scale 
sample has been regarded as a requirement in terms of that theses are very important resources in producing research 
and using these resources more efficiently. 
 The main purpose of this research is to explore a profile of problem topics depicted in post-graduate theses 
completed in the field of educational sciences. 
 In line with this main purpose, the following research questions are;  
 the Institute of Educational 
Sciences in five state universities in Turkey between 2000-2008 in terms of; 
1. Educational level/field (pre-school education, primary education, secondary education, adult education, 
etc.) or the subjects related to the field other than education. 
2. Source of data collection (student, teacher, teaching material, etc.) 
3. Target topic (physical and environmental conditions/facilities, learning-teaching methods, styles and 
strategies, technical assessment of measurement tools, etc.) 
4. Variable/s (achievement, attitude, opinion, performance, etc.) 
5. Research design 
2. Method 
2.1. Research design 
 This is a qualitative study where documentary analysis was applied in order to be able to depict the post-graduate 
theses and interpret the current situation thoroughly. 
2.2. Sample 
 The population of research includes the post-graduate theses completed at the Institutes of Educational Sciences 
University, 
Marmara University) in Turkey between 2000-2008. Considering the universities, dates the theses completed and 
departments, the stratas were formed. The sample was selected randomly via stratified sampling, which all theses in 
subpopulations had the equal possibility of selection, considering the proportions of those stratas in population in 
reference to the calculated sample size. In selection of the sample, that the number of completed theses in a 
department were more than five and the language of reports was Turkish were regarded as criteria.  
 
2000-2008 were represented in the sample. The distribution of population and sample regarding the universities is 
given in Table 1. 
 
 
Table 1. The distribution of population and sample regarding the universities  
 
  Doctorate Level 
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University Population Sample Population Sample 
f % f % f % f % 
Anadolu University    211     5.57   37     5.56   59     7.66  22   11.83 
Ankara University   418   11.03   82   12.31 154   20.00  35   18.82 
   525   13.86 103   15.46 130   16.88  33   17.74 
Gazi University 1924    50.78 331   49.70 344   44.68  71   38.17 
Marmara University   711   18.76 113   16.97   83   10.78  25   13.44 
Total 3789 100.00 666 100.00 770  100.00  186 100.00 
 
2.3. Procedure 
 -
regarding the education level dealt with. This subpart also involves the information about the source of data 
collection. The data about which target topic was investigated in terms of which variables were obtained by 
 
 In this study where the topics of theses were examined in five dimensions, a form including the probable 
categories for each dimension was constructed, and in order to write the cases which were not found in categories 
 
 
2.4. Data Analyses 
 Data was analysed through content analysis. The topics of the theses were presented by calculating frequencies 
and percentages of aforementioned categories. In order to analyse the open-ended parts categorically, where the 
examples of unpredictable cases took place, the coding procedure was carried out by giving a seperate code to the 
similar examples. The cases excluding the aforementioned categories were exemplified under the category of 
     
3. Findings and Results 
 In order to explore a profile of the theses in terms of topics, the theses were examined under the categories of the 
related educational level/field, source of data collection, target group/topic, variable, procedure and the distributions 
regarding these categories were presented. 
 
3.1. Educational Level/Field 
 in terms of educational level/field  was examined and the 
distribution of it is given in Table 2. 
equent topic as educational level was 
owed by 
 
 -
-formal/adult 
gymnasium, bankers, 
-service training, private teaching 
institutions, the whole of education sector, etc.  
 
 
Table 2. The distribution of educational level/field 
 
Educational level/field   Doctorate level f % f % 
Primary education  252 37.84 76 40.86   
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Secondary education  152 22.82  28 15.05   
Higher education    91 13.66  54 29.03   
Field other than education    64     9.61     9   4.84   
Preschool education    37   5.55   6   3.23 
Special education    27     4.05 11   5.91   
Non-formal/Adult education    18     2.70     3   1.61 
Vocational and technical education    18   2.70    2   1.08   
Other    38    5.71   15   8.06   
 
   
3.2. Source of Data Collection 
 The sources of data collection in post-graduate theses were analysed and their distribution is presented Table 3. 
3 involves the sources 
of data collection such as patients, artists, makeup artists and cotton producers. 
 
Table 3. The distribution of sources of data collection 
 
Source of data collection      Doctorate Level f % f % 
Student 350 52.55  130  69.89 
Teacher 170 25.53   44  23.65 
Material   78 11.71     10    5.38 
Parents   42   6.31       9    4.84 
Administrator   35   5.25   11    5.91 
Academic staff   22   3.30   14    7.53 
Administrative staff     9   1.35       0    0.00 
Inspector     7   1.05       2    1.08 
Guidance specialist     2   0.30       2    1.08 
Other   71 10.66      19  10.22 
 
3.3. Target topic 
 4. 
30.10%), it is followe
 
 
 
 
Table 4. The distribution of target topic 
 
Target Topic  Doctorate Level f % f % 
Student 211 31.68 79 42.47 
Learning, teaching methods 155 23.27 56 30.10 
Teacher 103 15.46 13 6.98 
Material   96 14.41 27 14.52 
Parents   26   3.90   2 1.08 
Administrator   22   3.30   3 1.61 
Scale development/adaptation-technical assessment of scales   15   2.25   5 2.69 
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Physical and environmental conditions/facilities   14   2.10   3 1.61 
Academic staff    13   1.95   3 1.61 
Methods of measurement and evaluation    11   1.65   3 1.61 
Inspector      8   1.20   0 0.00 
Guidance specialist      8   1.20   1 0.54 
Methods of guidance and psychological counselling      8   1.20    1 0.54 
Administrative staff     7   1.05    0 0.00 
Other  156 23.42  36 19.35 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4. Variables 
 The post-graduate theses were investigated in terms of variables and its distribution is presented in Table 5. As it 
frequentl
 
 
Table 5. The distribution of variables 
 
Variable  Doctorate level f % f % 
Opinion   245 36.78 32 17.20 
Academic achievement   171 25.67 59 31.72 
Psychological characteristics    76 11.41 31 16.67 
Attitude    71 10.66 28 15.05 
Demographic features    52   7.80 10  5.38 
Ability    26   3.90 23 12.36 
Physical-health issues of individuals    20   3.00   1   0.54 
Physical and environmental conditions/facilities    17   2.55   2   1.07 
Performance    15   2.25   5   2.68 
Psychometric features      9   1.35   3   1.61 
Creativity      6   0.90   6   3.23 
State of readiness      2   0.30   2   1.07 
Other  152 22.82 77 41.40 
 
    (2, 
      (2, 
 
 
 
3.6. Research Design 
 The research designs in post-graduate theses were analysed and its distribution is presented in Table 6. 
 
Table 6. The distribution of research designs 
  
Research Design   Doctorate Level f % f  % 
Experimental 167 25.07   76 40.86 
Survey 499 74.93 110 59.14 
Total 666 100.00 186 100.00 
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 As it is seen in 
dissertations in survey design was 110 (59.14%). These findings indicate that survey design was largely used at both 
dissertations in experimental design was more. 
 
4. Conclusions and Recommendations 
 As a result of the findings obtained from the investigation of the subject areas in the theses under the categories 
presented above, post-graduate students have studied on similar subjects/topics. These findings are supported by the 
(1990) in which 54 dissertations completed since the foundation of Faculty of 
Educational Sciences at Ankara University were examined in terms of problem, population-sample, research model, 
methos of data collection and data analysis.  
 Consequently, in post-graduate theses at both levels it was focused on similar topics, the studies related to 
primary and secondary education were mostly carried out by researchers; the sources of data collection were usually 
students and teachers, as a result of this, the target topic of studies were students and teaching methods; the most 
frequently used variables were academic achievement and opinions, the studies were largely in survey design. The 
-graduate theses. Due to the fact that researchers are able to reach both 
primary and secondary school students in large groups easily, they prefer primary and secondary school students in 
education. That also supports the findings in this research. 
 The findings of this research are also consistent with the study 
sources of data collection were mostly students and teachers in post-graduate theses completed in the field of 
curriculum and instruction. 
 
 
 
in which the dissertations completed in the field of educational sciences were investigated was concluded that 
academic achievement was the main focus, that result supports the findings of this research as well. 
 The research which have been carried out abroad also support the findings of this study. The research of Costa 
s 
of paradigm changes in educational research, it was concluded that researchers mainly prefer studying conventional 
research topics rather than unique and new ones.  Coorough and Nelson (1994) similarly stated that the theses 
completed at the field of educational sciences were largely in survey design.  
 The studies carried in the field of educational sciences are expected to focus on students, teaching methods and 
academic achievement. However, it is clear that some educational levels (preschool etc.), educational fields (special 
education, non-formal and vocational education), the stakeholders except students and teachers (inspector, 
administrator, administrative staff, academic staff, guidance specialist, parents), the variables excluding opinion and 
academic achievement (ability, physical-environmental conditions, performance, creativity, state of readiness) have 
been neglected in post-graduate theses. That the theses at both levels were done in survey design, the data obtained 
has only been in descriptive level. This situation implies that researchers have to be concentrated on experimental 
studies. 
 It is necessary to take precautions to enhance the knowledge of the post-graduate students regarding the scientific 
research methods and techniques and the post-graduate theses obtaining qualification that contributes to theoretical 
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knowledge and practice. Leading post-graduate students to different topics and the variety of topics will ensure 
knowledge accumulation in the field of education. 
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